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Introduction 


The family Mycetophagidae (Coleoptera) currently contains 230 
species worldwide (Hava, 2022, 2024). The genus Mycetophagus 
subgenus Ilendus Casey, 1900 currently contains 9 species known 
from the Holarctic Region (Hava, 2022). Twelve species belonging 
to the genus Mycetophagus are known from Iran (Samin et al., 2016; 
Nikitski, 2020; Farashiani et al., 2022; Bunalski et al., 2023; Hava 
2022, 2024). A new species recently collected in Iran, Fars Province 
is described and compared with similar species. 


Material and methods 


The size of the beetles or of their body parts can be useful in species 
recognition and thus, the following measurements were made: 

TL: Total length, linear distance from anterior margin of head to 
apex of elytra; 

EW: Elytral width, maximal linear transverse distance. 

The type material is deposited in the following collection: 
JHAC: Jiti Hava, Private Entomological Laboratory & Collection, 
Unétice u Prahy, Prague-West, Czech Republic. 

The specimen of the presently described species is provided with red, 
printed label with text as follows: « HOLOTYPE Mycetophagus (Ilendus) 
novaki sp. nov. Jiti Hava det. 2024 ». 


Results 


Mycetophagus (Ilendus) novaki sp. nov. 
(Fig. 1-4) 
ZooBank: https:/zoobank.org/B 1212260-081C-47A2-AB9A-BA 1B1142B7E 


Holotype, <, Iran / Dasht Arjan [Arzan district, Shiraz County, Fars 
Province], 24.vi.[19]69, (JHAC). 
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Description 


Body. — Measurements TL 4.8 mm, EW 2.2 mm; elongate-oval, 
subparallel-sided (Fig. 1); weakly convex dorsally, weakly glossy; mostly 
brown, covered with short, yellow recumbent setation; mouthparts, legs 
brown; elytra brown with yellowish-brown patches. 


Head. — With dense and coarse punctures; ocular distance about 2.5 
times wider than diameter of eyes; covered by short, yellowish, 
recumbent setation; labrum brown; eyes prominent laterally in dorsal 
view, coarsely faceted and slightly emarginate near antennal insertions; 
antennae with 11 antennomeres, brown, antennal club dark brown, with 
five antennomeres (Fig. 3); palpomeres dark brown, apical maxillary 
palpomere cylindrical. 


Pronotum. — Convex dorsally, rugose, with large and dense 
punctures and yellow setation; widest at middle, gradually narrowed 
anteriad and posteriad; anterior margin slightly arcuate; lateral sides 
distinctly margined, roundly arcuate; basal margin sinuate, with short 
and circular grooves subbasally. 


Scutellum. — Triangularly-oval, with short recumbent yellowish setation. 


Elytra. — With short, yellow and brown recumbent setation, 
elongate, subparallel-sided, narrowed from apical fourth to apex; 
brown with yellowish-brown patches (Fig. 1-2); punctate-striate, strial 
punctures very deep, large and regular; interstices flat, narrower than 
striae. Epipleron yellowish-brown with short yellow setation. 


Ventral surface. — Meta- and mesoventrites brown, with short, 
yellow recumbent setation. Abdominal visible ventrites brown, with 
short, yellow recumbent setation, finely punctate. 


Aedeagus. — As in Fig. 4. 
Female. — Unknown. 


Differential diagnosis. — The new species is very similar to M. (/.) 
multipunctatus Fabricius, 1792, but differs from it by the structure of 
the antennae (III antennomere long, in multipunctatus short), the 
male genitalia and elytral colour patterns. 
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2 HAVA. — A new Mycetophagus from Iran. 


Etymology. — Patronymic, dedicated to my friend and entomologist 
Vladimir Novak (Prague, Czech Republic), specialist in the family 
Tenebrionidae, subfamily Alleculinae (Coleoptera). 


Distribution. — So far known only from Iran: Fars Province. 


Remarks. — Arjomandi et al. (2017) described a new Acari species 
Aethiophenax mycetophagi an egg parazitoid of Mycetophagus 
quadripustulatus. According to the photo on page 547, this Acari species 
must be reassigned to the Mycetophagus quadriornatus (Reitter, 1901) 
species and not to the Mycetophagus quadripustulatus (Linnaeus, 1760) 
species (the species was incorrectly determined). 

Miiller et al. (2016) erroneously mentioned the species Mycetophagus 
hyrcanicus Nikitsky, 1989 as Mycetophagus iranicus (sic!): Miiller et al. 
2016: 110; in Appendix 2 the name is correct. 


List of Mycetophagus recorded from Iran 


Subgenus Ilendus Casey, 1900 


Mycetophagus multipunctatus Fabricius, 1792 
Mycetophagus novaki sp. nov. 


Subgenus Mycetophagus Fabricius, 1792 
Mycetophagus ancora (Reitter, 1884) 
Mycetophagus quadriornatus (Reitter, 1901) 
Mycetophagus quadripustulatus (Linnaeus, 1760) 

Subgenus Mycetoxides Motschulsky, 1858 
Mycetophagus fulvicollis Fabricius, 1792 
Mycetophagus mazandaranicus Hava, 2024 

Subgenus Parilendus Casey, 1900 

Mycetophagus quadriguttatus P. W. J. Miller, 1821 


Subgenus Philomyces Ganglbauer, 1899 
Mycetophagus populi Fabricius, 1798 
Subgenus Ulolendus Reitter, 1911 
Mycetophagus ciscaucasicus (Semenov, 1899) 
Mycetophagus hyrcanicus Nikitsky, 1989 
= Mycetophagus iranicus (sic!): Miller et al. 2016 


Mycetophagus infulatus (Reitter, 1884) 
Mycetophagus piceus (Fabricius, 1777) 
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Fig. 1-4. Mycetophagus (Ilendus) novaki sp. nov. 1. Habitus, dorsal aspect. 2. Left elytron. 3. Antenna. 4. Male genitalia. a. Dorsal 


aspect. b. Lateral aspect. 
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Résumé 

Hava J., 2024. — Un nouveau Mycetophagus (sous-genre [lendus Casey, 1900) d’Iran (Coleoptera: Mycetophagidae). Faunitaxys, 12(48) : 1-3. 
Mycetophagus (Ilendus) novaki sp. nov. est décrite d’Iran. Elle est illustrée et comparée a M. (lendus) multipunctatus Fabricius, 
1792, l’espéce la plus proche. Elle differe par la structure des antennes, de l’édéage et de la couleur des élytres. La liste des 


Mycetophagus d’Iran est proposée. 


Mots-clés. — Coleoptera, Mycetophagidae, Mycetophagus, Ilendus, taxonomie, nouvelle espéce, description, liste d’epséces, Iran. 
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Le Pafchatantra est un ancien recueil de contes et de fables écrit sous 
forme d’apologues racontant l’histoire des chacals Karataka et Damanaka. 
Ce manuscrit persan du XVe siecle est conservé au musée du palais de 
Topkapi a Istanbul, en Turquie. 
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